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comparing	 one	 society’s	 institution	 or	 practice	 to	 another’s	 is	 increasingly	
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environments.	 	Radding	 concludes	 one	 chapter,	 for	 example,	 by	 declaring:	
“[T]he	 efficacy	 of	 imperial	 policies	 and	 the	 contours	 of	 commercial	
networks	 of	 exchange	were	 conditioned	 in	 both	 regions	 by	 the	 ecological	
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constraints	 of	 tropical	 and	desert	 environments	 and	by	 cultural	 patterns	 of	













borrowing	and	syncretism,	and	ethnogenesis.	 	 It	complicates	 in	useful	ways	








of	how	Chiquitos	has	been	 reshaped	by	nearly	five	 centuries	of	 encounters	
between	the	indigenous	and	European	worlds.
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